Ubiquitin is a highly conserved 76-amino acid protein that is involved in the selective degradation of proteins and in severa1 other processes in the cell (for review, see Monia et al., 1990) . It is encoded in a11 eukaryotes investigated by genes organized as small multigene families. Especially the so-called polyubiquitin genes, which consist of 3 to 52 ubiquitin units fused head to tail to each other, are always present in multiple copies in the genome, the only exception being the yeast polyubiquitin gene (Ozkaynak et al., 1987) . It has been shown that these genes are diversely regulated by different types of stress, e.g. by heat shock, in some organisms. In plants, polyubiquitin genes have been described from Arabidopsis thaliana (Burke et al., 1988; Norris et al., 1993) , sunflower (Binet et al., 1991b) , maize (Christensen et al., 1992) , and parsley (Kawalleck et al., 1993) . They comprise from five to seven ubiquitin units with one or two additional amino acids at the C terminus. An interesting feature of a11 higher plant polyubiquitin genes is the presence of an intron just upstream of the initiator Met codon. The functional significance of this intron, if any, is not clear (Binet et al., 1991a; Norris et al., 1993 ); yet its conserved location suggests that it might play a role in the expression of polyubiquitin genes.
Here we describe a polyubiquitin gene, designated ubql-1, from tomato (Lycopersicon esculentum) ( Table I) 
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Tomato (Lycopersicon esculentum Mill. cv Craigella).
Polyubiquitin with an open reading frame of 534 amino acids comprising seven repeats of ubiquitin and two C-terminal extension amino acids, Asp and Leu. Techniques:
A genomic library in EMBL3 was screened with a radiolabeled DNA probe (pUB2) containing the yeast polyubiquitin gene (Ozkaynak et al., 1984) . The X clone 1-1 was subcloned in pUC and M13 vectors and sequenced by the dideoxy sequencing method on double-and single-stranded DNA.
Sequence comparison with sequences of polyubiquitin genes from other plant species revealed complete conservation of the amino acid sequence with the exception of the 10th amino acid in repeat 4, where an Arg is coded instead of a Gly. 
